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Original black-and-white card drawings. No proprietary tarot artwork is required.

A reflective reference, not a fixed divinatory dictionary.

The prompts are possibilities. The reader remains the final authority.
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How to use this companion

Look up the card you have drawn. Read the ordinary tarot card in the way you already know, then use THE TRIAD
beside it.

THE TRIAD has three canonical questions. They do not change from card to card.
FOCUS - What is this reading making easiest to notice?

ABSENCE - What might this reading be making easier to miss?

ELSEWHERE - What might matter that is not organised by either of those?

The card-specific entries that follow are optional companion prompts. They are possibilities, not hidden meanings,
predictions or facts. They do not redefine either the tarot card or THE TRIAD.

Use THE TRIAD on a single tarot card, a tarot card plus clarifier, or the overall statement formed after completing a
spread. At spread level, complete the reading first, form one short overall statement, then apply FOCUS, ABSENCE and
ELSEWHERE to that statement.

Reflect, then stop. ELSEWHERE may be empty. "I don't know" is a valid outcome.

Safety in short

THE TRIAD is reflective, not predictive. It does not diagnose, reveal hidden facts, determine another person's private
thoughts, convert symbolism into evidence, or replace medical, legal, financial or safety-relevant evidence. Randomness
selects a stimulus, not an authority. Interpretation generates possibilities; it does not manufacture facts. The user
remains the final authority.

Quick index
Major Arcana .... pages 3-13
wands ................. pages 14-20
CUPS .o, pages 21-27
Swords ......cceeeenn. pages 28-34
Pentacles .............. pages 35-41
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MAJOR ARCANA

The Fool

BEGINNINGS, OPENNESS,
EXPERIMENTATION, UNCERTAINTY

TheMagician

AGENCY, SKILL, INITIATIVE,
AVAILABLE TOOLS
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The Fool

Beginnings, openness, experimentation, uncertainty and the willingness to move before everything is known.

FOCUS

This card can make possibility, freedom or a fresh beginning especially visible. What becomes
easier to notice when you treat the situation as genuinely open?

ABSENCE

Openness can make preparation, consequence or vulnerability easier to miss. What deserves
attention before enthusiasm becomes momentum?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is neither boldness nor caution. Who or what is carrying the risk, and how might

that change the question?

The Magician

Agency, skill, initiative, available tools and the capacity to turn intention into action.

FOCUS

This card can foreground what you can do with the resources already available. Which capability,
tool or choice is becoming easiest to notice?

ABSENCE

A strong focus on agency can hide dependency, limits or the contributions of others. What is not

actually under your control?

ELSEWHERE

What if the important issue is not capability but purpose? What is this effort for, and who is affected

by how the tools are used?



MAJOR ARCANA

TheHigh Priestess

INNER KNOWING, AMBIGUITY, QUIET
ATTENTION, WITHHELD INFORMATION

- J

The Empress

NURTURE, FERTILITY, ABUNDANCE,
EMBODIMENT
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TheHigh Priestess

Inner knowing, ambiguity, quiet attention, withheld information and what is not yet ready to be named.

FOCUS
This card can make intuition, silence or the value of waiting especially noticeable. What are you
sensing before you have a settled explanation?

ABSENCE
A turn inward can make observable evidence, conversation or ordinary practical information easier
to overlook. What could be checked rather than inferred?

ELSEWHERE
Maybe the useful frame is neither intuition nor evidence alone. What changes if the unresolved
question is allowed to remain unresolved for now?

The Empress

Nurture, fertility, abundance, embodiment, creativity and the conditions that help something grow.

FOCUS
This card can highlight care, growth and what is being nourished. What appears to need tending
rather than forcing?

ABSENCE
Care can make boundaries, depletion or unequal labour less visible. What is the cost of sustaining
this growth, and who bears it?

ELSEWHERE
What if the central issue is the environment around the situation? Which conditions, not
personalities, are shaping what can flourish?



MAJOR ARCANA

The Emperor

STRUCTURE, ORDER, AUTHORITY,
BOUNDARIES

The Hierophant

TRADITION, TEACHING,
INSTITUTIONS, SHARED PRACTICE
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The Emperor

Structure, order, authority, boundaries, responsibility and the stabilising use of power.

FOCUS
This card can make rules, structure and decisive responsibility easiest to notice. Where would
clearer boundaries or ownership help?

ABSENCE
Structure can conceal rigidity, excluded voices or the assumption that control equals safety. What
cannot be solved by firmer management?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the deeper issue concerns legitimacy rather than strength. Who has authority here, and on
what basis is that authority accepted?

The Hierophant

Tradition, teaching, institutions, shared practice, inherited knowledge and social legitimacy.

FOCUS
This card can foreground established wisdom, convention or the value of learning from a tradition.
What has already been learned before you arrived?

ABSENCE
Tradition can make dissent, local context or outdated assumptions easier to miss. Which rule is
being followed simply because it is familiar?

ELSEWHERE
What if the question is not obedience versus rebellion, but transmission? What deserves to be
carried forward, revised or deliberately left behind?



MAJOR ARCANA

TheLovers

RELATIONSHIP, VALUES,
ATTRACTION, ALIGNMENT

The Chariot

DIRECTION, DISCIPLINED
MOVEMENT, COMPETING FORCES, THE

- J
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TheLovers

Relationship, values, attraction, alignment and choices that reveal what matters.

FOCUS
This card can make connection, mutuality or a values-based choice especially visible. What are you
being asked to choose with your whole value system in view?

ABSENCE
A focus on connection can obscure incompatibility, power imbalance or the needs of people outside
the central bond. What is love or preference making hard to see?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the important frame is not the relationship itself but the conditions around the choice. What
would you decide if approval, fear or scarcity were removed?

The Chariot

Direction, disciplined movement, competing forces and the effort required to steer them toward a chosen
course.

FOCUS
This card can foreground momentum, determination and the need to choose a direction. What
becomes clearer when you ask where the energy is actually going?

ABSENCE
Forward motion can hide exhaustion, unresolved conflict or the possibility that speed is being
mistaken for progress. What is being dragged along rather than integrated?

ELSEWHERE
What if the relevant question is not how to move faster but how to define arrival? What would count
as enough?



MAJOR ARCANA

Strength

COURAGE, SELF-REGULATION,
PATIENCE, COMPASSION

TheHermit

SOLITUDE, REFLECTION,
DISCERNMENT, INNER GUIDANCE
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Strength

Courage, self-regulation, patience, compassion and power exercised without unnecessary force.

FOCuUs

This card can make quiet courage and disciplined gentleness especially visible. Where might
restraint be more effective than domination?

ABSENCE

A focus on composure can make anger, fear or the need for external protection easier to minimise.
What feeling deserves acknowledgement rather than taming?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps this is not primarily about inner strength. What support, structure or change in
circumstances would reduce the amount of strength being demanded?

The Hermit

Solitude, reflection, discernment, inner guidance and stepping away from noise to see more clearly.

FOCUS
This card can highlight the value of withdrawal, concentration and thinking for yourself. What
becomes visible when outside pressure is reduced?

ABSENCE
Solitude can make feedback, companionship or the limits of your own viewpoint easier to miss.
Whose perspective could productively interrupt yours?

ELSEWHERE
What if the issue is not alone versus together, but pace? Would a slower decision process reveal
something neither isolation nor discussion has shown?



MAJOR ARCANA

Whed of Fortune

Cycles, contingency, changing conditions, luck and the recognition that not every outcome is personally
controlled.

FOCUS
This card can make change, timing and forces outside personal control easiest to notice. What is
moving whether or not you are ready?

ABSENCE
A focus on fate or circumstance can hide choices, preparation or repeatable patterns. Where do you
still have meaningful influence?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the useful frame is neither control nor luck. What recurring system or cycle keeps producing
similar conditions?

Wheel of Fortune

CYCLES, CONTINGENCY, CHANGING
CONDITIONS, LUCK

- J
Justice
Fairness, accountability, proportion, evidence, consequences and the attempt to judge consistently.
FOCUS
This card can foreground evidence, responsibility and what would count as fair treatment. Which
standard are you using, and would you accept it if positions were reversed?
ABSENCE
A focus on fairness can make mercy, unequal starting conditions or things that cannot be neatly
measured easier to miss. What does a rule fail to capture?
ELSEWHERE

e ™\ What if the issue is not the verdict but the process? Which information, voice or appeal mechanism

Justice would make the decision more trustworthy?

FAIRNESS, ACCOUNTABILITY,
PROPORTION, EVIDENCE
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MAJOR ARCANA

The Hanged Man

Suspension, changed per spective, relinquishment and the productive discomfort of not forcing movement.

FOCUS
This card can make pause, reversal of viewpoint and deliberate non-action especially visible. What
becomes apparent when you stop trying to resolve the situation immediately?

ABSENCE
Waiting can obscure avoidable delay, passivity or the cost imposed on others while you remain
suspended. Who cannot afford for nothing to change?

ELSEWHERE
s ~ Perhaps the important question is not action versus waiting. What assumption would have to change
for an entirely different option to appear?

TheHanged Man

SUSPENSION, CHANGED
PERSPECTIVE, RELINQUISHMENT,

Death

Ending, transition, release, irreversible change and the clearing of space for what follows.

FOCUS
This card can make endings and necessary transition easiest to notice. What may already be over,
even if part of you is still negotiating with it?

ABSENCE
A focus on ending can hide continuity, grief, practical aftermath or what should be preserved. What
needs carrying forward rather than discarding?

ELSEWHERE
e ™\ What if the meaningful unit is not the ending itself but the threshold? What support is needed while
Death identity, routine or relationship reorganises?

ENDING, TRANSITION, RELEASE,
IRREVERSIBLE CHANGE
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MAJOR ARCANA

Temperance

INTEGRATION, PROPORTION,
PATIENCE, BLENDING

The Devil

ATTACHMENT, COMPULSION,
TEMPTATION, DEPENDENCY
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Temperance

Integration, proportion, patience, blending, calibration and finding a workable relationship between
differences.

FOCUS

This card can highlight moderation, combination and adjustment. Which elements might work better
in proportion than in competition?

ABSENCE

A focus on balance can make genuine incompatibility, urgency or the need for a firm boundary
easier to soften away. What should not be blended?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is not balance but feedback. What small experiment would tell you whether the
mixture is actually working?

The Devil

Attachment, compulsion, temptation, dependency, shame and the ways desire can narrow perceived choice.

FOCUS
This card can make binding habits, incentives or unhealthy attachments especially visible. What
seems to have more power over you than you want it to?

ABSENCE

A focus on bondage can hide pleasure, legitimate need or the external conditions that make the
attachment understandable. What is the behaviour doing for you?

ELSEWHERE

What if the problem is not desire itself but the architecture around it? Which environment, reward or
constraint keeps the pattern in place?

10



MAJOR ARCANA

The Tower

RUPTURE, DESTABILISATION,
EXPOSURE, SHOCK

The Star

HOPE, RENEWAL, OPENNESS,
ORIENTATION
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The Tower

Rupture, destabilisation, exposure, shock and the collapse of a structure that can no longer hold as before.

FOCUS

This card can foreground disruption and what is suddenly impossible to ignore. Which assumption or
structure has lost its stability?

ABSENCE

Crisis can make surviving resources, partial continuity or quieter causes easier to miss. What
remains intact, and what had been weakening long before the visible break?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the useful frame is neither disaster nor liberation. What must be made safe first before
meaning is assigned to the rupture?

The Star

Hope, renewal, openness, orientation and the return of a longer horizon after difficulty.

FOCUS
This card can make hope, possibility and a gentler future easiest to notice. What is worth moving
toward even without certainty of arrival?

ABSENCE

Hope can make grief, present constraints or the work required for recovery easier to understate.
What still needs to be repaired rather than simply believed in?

ELSEWHERE

What if hope is not a prediction but a practice? Which small action would embody the future you
want without pretending it is guaranteed?

11



MAJOR ARCANA

TheMoon

UNCERTAINTY, IMAGINATION, FEAR,
AMBIGUITY

The Sun

CLARITY, VITALITY, WARMTH,
VISIBILITY
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The Moon

Uncertainty, imagination, fear, ambiguity, projection and navigating when perception isincomplete.

FOCUS
This card can foreground uncertainty, intuition and the emotional force of what is not clear. What
feels significant even though you cannot yet verify it?

ABSENCE
Ambiguity can make simple facts, ordinary explanations or confirmation bias easier to overlook.
What could you check before building a story around the uncertainty?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the important issue is not what is true yet, but how you behave while you do not know.
What would a safe, reversible next step look like?

The Sun

Clarity, vitality, warmth, visibility, confidence and the experience of something becoming easier to
understand or enjoy.

FOCUS
This card can make success, openness and what is working especially noticeable. What deserves to
be enjoyed or acknowledged without qualification?

ABSENCE
Brightness can make complexity, privilege, fatigue or another person's different experience easier to
miss. What does the positive story leave in shadow?

ELSEWHERE
What if the central question is not whether things are good, but whether they are sustainable? What
would keep the good conditions alive?

12



MAJOR ARCANA

Judgement

RECKONING, REVIEW, AWAKENING,
ACCOUNTABILITY

TheWorld

COMPLETION, INTEGRATION,
PARTICIPATION IN A LARGER
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Judgement

Reckoning, review, awakening, accountability and the possibility of responding differently after seeing a
pattern more clearly.

FOCUS
This card can foreground reassessment and the call to respond to what you now know. What can no
longer be treated as if it has not been learned?

ABSENCE
A focus on judgement can hide self-compassion, incomplete evidence or the danger of turning
reflection into condemnation. What deserves revision rather than punishment?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not the past verdict but future practice. What concrete change would show that
the lesson has actually been integrated?

TheWorld

Completion, integration, participation in a larger whole and the recognition of a cycle reaching sufficient
closure.

FOCUS
This card can make completion, coherence and the larger pattern especially visible. What has
become whole enough to recognise as finished?

ABSENCE
Completion can make loose ends, excluded perspectives or the cost of reaching the endpoint easier
to overlook. What remains outside the celebratory frame?

ELSEWHERE
What if this is not an ending but a change of scale? What becomes possible once the completed
work is placed back into the wider world?

13



WANDS

Two of Wands

PLANNING, POSSIBILITY, VANTAGE
POINT, THE TENSION BETWEEN A
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4 N
Ace of Wands
t
A SPARK OF INITIATIVE, DESIRE,
CREATIVE ENERGY OR A NEW
\§ J
4 N

Ace of Wands

A spark of initiative, desire, creative energy or a new direction asking to be tested.

FOCUS

This card can make enthusiasm and first movement easiest to notice. What wants to begin before

you have a complete plan?

ABSENCE

A spark can hide feasibility, competing commitments or the difference between excitement and
durable intention. What would have to be true for this energy to last?

ELSEWHERE

What if the key issue is not the idea but the setting? Which environment would let the spark become

useful rather than merely intense?

Two of Wands

Planning, possibility, vantage point and the tension between a known position and a wider field of options.

FOCUS

This card can foreground choice, planning and the existence of a larger horizon. Which option
becomes visible once you stop treating the current arrangement as the only one?

ABSENCE

Planning can hide the information that only action reveals. What are you trying to know in advance
that may require a small real-world test?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the decision is not between two destinations. What capability would make several futures

more available?

14



WANDS

Four of Wands

STABILITY, CELEBRATION,
BELONGING, MILESTONES
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4 N
Three of Wands
1 1
t
EXPANSION, EARLY RESULTS,
COORDINATION, LOOKING BEYOND
\§ J
4 N

Three of Wands

Expansion, early results, coordination and looking beyond the immediate horizon.

FOCUS
This card can make growth, reach and what is beginning to return from earlier effort especially
visible. Where is the situation larger than it first appeared?

ABSENCE
Expansion can make logistics, dependency or local needs easier to neglect. What has to keep
working close to home while attention moves outward?

ELSEWHERE
What if scale is not the goal? Which relationship or feedback loop matters more than simply getting
bigger?

Four of Wands

Sability, celebration, belonging, milestones and the temporary structure that lets people gather or rest.

FOCUS
This card can foreground what is worth marking, sharing or calling stable for now. What achievement
or belonging deserves recognition?

ABSENCE
Celebration can hide unfinished work, exclusions or pressure to appear happy. Who or what does
not fit comfortably inside the success story?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the important question is not success or incompletion, but maintenance. What will keep this
good structure hospitable after the moment of celebration?

15



WANDS

Five of Wands

Friction, competition, disagreement, testing and many energies trying to occupy the same space.

FOCUS
This card can make conflict and competing agendas easiest to notice. What is actually being
contested?

ABSENCE
Conflict can hide shared goals, playful experimentation or structural causes that set people against
one another. What do the participants still have in common?

ELSEWHERE
- ~ What if the problem is not the people but the rules of engagement? Which change in process would
make disagreement more useful?

Five of Wands

FRICTION, COMPETITION,
DISAGREEMENT, TESTING

Six of Wands

Recognition, visible progress, confidence and the social experience of being affirmed for an achievement.

FOCUS
This card can foreground success and the value of acknowledgement. What has genuinely gone
well and deserves to be named?

ABSENCE
Recognition can hide dependence on approval, unseen contributors or the work that remains.
Whose effort is absent from the victory story?

ELSEWHERE
e ™\ Perhaps the more important question is what happens after applause. Which standard will guide you
Six of Wands when recognition is no longer present?

RECOGNITION, VISIBLE PROGRESS,
CONFIDENCE, THE SOCIAL
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WANDS

Seven of Wands

Defence, conviction, pressure, persistence and holding a position when challenged.

FOCUS
This card can make the need to stand your ground especially visible. Which boundary or principle
feels worth protecting?

ABSENCE
Defensiveness can hide useful criticism, changing conditions or the possibility that the position itself
needs revision. What challenge deserves to be heard?

ELSEWHERE
s ~ What if the issue is not whether to defend but where to spend limited energy? Which contest is
actually consequential?

Seven of Wands

DEFENCE, CONVICTION, PRESSURE,
PERSISTENCE

Eight of Wands

Speed, communication, convergence and events moving faster than before.

FOCUS
This card can foreground momentum and rapid development. What is happening quickly enough
that delay itself becomes a choice?

ABSENCE

Speed can hide misunderstanding, weak coordination or the absence of a recovery plan. What
needs checking before acceleration becomes commitment?

ELSEWHERE
e ™\ Perhaps the key variable is not speed but sequence. Which thing must happen first so the rest does
Eight of Wands not become noise?

SPEED, COMMUNICATION,
CONVERGENCE, EVENTS MOVING
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WANDS

Nine of Wands

RESILIENCE, GUARDEDNESS,
EXPERIENCE, CONTINUING AFTER

Ten of Wands

BURDEN, RESPONSIBILITY,
OVERLOAD, THE POINT AT WHICH
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Nine of Wands

Resilience, guardedness, experience and continuing after repeated demands.

FOCUS
This card can make endurance and hard-won caution easiest to notice. What have you learned from
being tested before?

ABSENCE
Resilience can hide depletion, isolation or the assumption that you must keep carrying the same
burden. What would recovery look like instead of another push?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important question is not whether you can continue, but whether the system should keep
requiring this much resilience from you?

Ten of Wands

Burden, responsibility, overload and the point at which effort becomes difficult to carry sustainably.

FOCUS
This card can foreground workload and the seriousness of accumulated responsibility. What are you
carrying that has become impossible to ignore?

ABSENCE

A burden frame can hide chosen commitments, available help or work that can simply be stopped.
Which part is truly yours?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is neither endurance nor delegation. What objective could be changed so less
carrying is required at all?

18



WANDS

Page of Wands

PAGE

CURIOSITY, EXPERIMENTATION,
NEWS, YOUTHFUL ENTHUSIASM

Knight of Wands

f

KNIGHT

BOLD MOVEMENT, APPETITE FOR
EXPERIENCE, RISK, URGENCY
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Page of Wands

Curiosity, experimentation, news, youthful enthusiasm and learning through trying.

FOCUS
This card can make curiosity and a willingness to explore especially visible. What are you interested
enough in to test without needing mastery first?

ABSENCE
Enthusiasm can hide inexperience, scattered attention or the need to listen before acting. What
basic question have you not yet asked?

ELSEWHERE
What if the value of this path is not the outcome but the information gained by exploring it? What
would make the experiment worthwhile even if it fails?

Knight of Wands

Bold movement, appetite for experience, risk, urgency and action driven by strong conviction or excitement.

FOCUS
This card can foreground courage and decisive movement. Where might acting now create
information or opportunity that waiting will not?

ABSENCE
Boldness can hide volatility, consequences for others or the habit of leaving before maintenance
begins. What happens after the dramatic first move?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the central question is not go or stay. What commitment would make movement
accountable rather than merely exciting?

19



WANDS

Queen of Wands

Warm confidence, self-possession, social vitality, creativity and encouraging others without shrinking
yourself.

FOCUS

This card can make confident presence and creative generosity easiest to notice. Where can you
take up appropriate space without apology?

ABSENCE

Confidence can hide vulnerability, overextension or the needs of quieter people. What does
charisma fail to hear?

ELSEWHERE

What if the useful frame is not personal confidence but collective climate? What conditions help
more than one person become capable?

Queen of Wands

QUEEN
WARM CONFIDENCE, SELF-
POSSESSION, SOCIAL VITALITY,

- J
King of Wands
Vision, leadership, enterprise and the responsibility of directing energy beyond personal enthusiasm.
FOCUS
This card can foreground leadership and long-range direction. What vision is strong enough to
organise action rather than merely inspire it?
ABSENCE
Vision can hide implementation detail, dissent or the cost of making others carry the leader's
ambition. Who has to live with the plan?
ELSEWHERE

e ™\ Perhaps the issue is not leadership style but succession. Would the work remain healthy if the

King of Wands central leader stepped away?

KING

VISION, LEADERSHIP, ENTERPRISE,
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DIRECTING
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CUPS
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4 )

Ace of Cups

4
EMOTIONAL OPENING, COMPASSION,
AFFECTION, RECEPTIVITY

- J
4 )

Two of Cups

v v
MUTUAL RECOGNITION,
RECIPROCITY, AGREEMENT, THE

- J

Ace of Cups
Emotional opening, compassion, affection, receptivity and the beginning of a feeling or relationship to
feeling.

FOCUS
This card can make emotional availability and what wants to be felt easiest to notice. What feeling is
asking for room rather than immediate explanation?

ABSENCE
Emotional openness can hide boundaries, practical constraints or the difference between feeling
strongly and knowing what to do. What does the feeling not decide for you?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important question concerns capacity rather than emotion? Do you have the time, safety
and support to receive what is opening?

Two of Cups

Mutual recognition, reciprocity, agreement and the meeting of two people or positionsin good faith.

FOCUS
This card can foreground reciprocity and the possibility of genuine meeting. Where is there evidence
of mutual effort rather than one-sided hope?

ABSENCE
A focus on union can hide asymmetry, unresolved difference or the wider network affected by the
bond. What is not being negotiated because connection feels more important?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not closeness but terms. What would make the relationship or agreement
workable over time?

21



CUPS

Four of Cups

WITHDRAWAL, DISSATISFACTION,
CONTEMPLATION, THE DIFFICULTY
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4 )
Threeof Cups
v v
v
FRIENDSHIP, COMMUNITY,
CELEBRATION, SHARED FEELING
- J
4 )

Threeof Cups

Friendship, community, celebration, shared feeling and support that exists across more than one

relationship.

FOCUS

This card can make community and shared joy especially visible. Who helps the situation become
larger than your private experience of it?

ABSENCE

Belonging can hide exclusion, group pressure or avoidance of difficult individual conversations. Who

is outside the circle, and why?

ELSEWHERE

What if the important resource is not agreement but diversity within the group? Which difference
would strengthen the community if it were welcomed?

Four of Cups

Withdrawal, dissatisfaction, contemplation and the difficulty of recognising an option while attention is

elsewhere.

FOCUS

This card can foreground disengagement and the feeling that what is offered is not enough. What
are you genuinely uninterested in, and what are you simply too preoccupied to see?

ABSENCE

A focus on dissatisfaction can hide fatigue, grief or an opportunity that does not arrive in the
expected form. What might deserve a second look without forcing enthusiasm?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the central issue is neither accept nor reject. What condition would need to change before

you could evaluate the offer fairly?

22



CUPS

Five of Cups

Grief, disappointment, regret and attention pulled toward what has been |ost.

FOCUS
This card can make loss and the emotional reality of disappointment easiest to notice. What
deserves to be grieved rather than hurried past?

ABSENCE
Grief can make remaining resources, support or future possibility harder to see. What is still present
without requiring you to minimise the loss?

ELSEWHERE
s ~ What if the useful question is not loss versus recovery, but meaning? What has this loss changed
) about what you value now?
Five of Cups
v v
4 4
v
GRIEF, DISAPPOINTMENT, REGRET,
ATTENTION PULLED TOWARD WHAT
- J
Six of Cups
Memory, familiarity, generosity, childhood, nostalgia and the emotional force of the past in the present.
FOCUS
This card can foreground memory and the comfort or influence of what is familiar. Which past
experience is shaping how you read the present?
ABSENCE
Nostalgia can hide what was difficult, what has changed or the needs of the person you are now.
Which part of the remembered story has been softened?
ELSEWHERE
e ™\ Perhaps the issue is not whether the past was good or bad. What deserves to be inherited from it,
Six of Cups and what should stop travelling with you?
v v
4 4
v v
MEMORY, FAMILIARITY,
GENEROSITY, CHILDHOOD
- J
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CUPS

Seven of Cups

Many possibilities, fantasy, projection, desire and difficulty discriminating among attractive or frightening
imagined futures.

FOCUS
This card can make options and imaginative possibility easiest to notice. Which possibilities are real
enough to investigate rather than merely picture?

ABSENCE
A field of options can hide constraints, priorities or the emotional reason you want to keep every door
open. What criterion would help you choose?

- N ELSEWHERE
Seven of Cups What if the relevant question is not which option is best, but what need all the options are trying to
meet?
v v ¥
v ¥ ¢
v
MANY POSSIBILITIES, FANTASY,
PROJECTION, DESIRE
- J
Eight of Cups
Leaving, disengagement, seeking something more fitting and the recognition that emotional investment does
not always require staying.
FOCUS
This card can foreground the possibility of walking away from what no longer answers an important
need. What has become insufficient despite prior investment?
ABSENCE
A leaving frame can hide repair, responsibility, fear of intimacy or the cost transferred to others.
What deserves one more honest conversation before departure?
s ~ ELSEWHERE
Eight of Cups Perhaps the issue is not stay or leave. What is the deeper value you are trying to move toward, and
can it be pursued in more than one way?
v v ¥
v ¥ ¢
v v
LEAVING, DISENGAGEMENT, SEEKING
SOMETHING MORE FITTING, THE
- J
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CUPS
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4 )

Nine of Cups

v v v

Y ¥ V¥

v v v

SATISFACTION, PLEASURE,
ATTAINMENT, THE ABILITY TO

- J
4 )

Ten of Cups

Y ¥ V¥

v v v

Y ¥ V¥

v
EMOTIONAL BELONGING, SHARED
WELLBEING, FAMILY OR COMMUNITY
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Nine of Cups

Satisfaction, pleasure, attainment and the ability to recognise that something desired has actually been
received.

FOCUS
This card can make enjoyment and enoughness especially visible. What is already good that you
might otherwise hurry past?

ABSENCE
Satisfaction can hide excess, complacency or whose needs are absent from the picture. What would
make personal pleasure more sustainable or shared?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important question is not getting more, but understanding desire? Which want remains
after the immediate wish is fulfilled?

Ten of Cups

Emotional belonging, shared wellbeing, family or community harmony and an image of life fitting together
well.

FOCUS
This card can foreground connection and the possibility of durable shared happiness. What
relationships or practices are making belonging real?

ABSENCE
An image of harmony can hide conflict, difference or pressure to perform togetherness. What cannot
safely be said inside the happy picture?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not harmony but resilience. How does this group handle disappointment,
change and disagreement when the ideal image is disrupted?
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EMOTIONAL CURIOSITY,
SENSITIVITY, SURPRISING

Knight of Cups

%

KNIGHT

ROMANTIC OR IDEALISTIC PURSUIT,
INVITATION, IMAGINATION,
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Page of Cups

Emotional curiosity, sensitivity, surprising feeling, imagination and a beginner's willingness to respond
without cynicism.

FOCUS
This card can make tenderness, surprise and emotional experimentation easiest to notice. What
feeling or creative impulse deserves curiosity before judgement?

ABSENCE
Sensitivity can hide naivety, projection or unclear boundaries. What are you assuming about the
meaning of a feeling that has not been tested?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important thing is not the message but your response to being surprised? Can you
remain open without becoming credulous?

Knight of Cups

Romantic or idealistic pursuit, invitation, imagination and movement guided strongly by feeling or ideals.

FOCUS
This card can foreground what you are willing to pursue because it feels meaningful or beautiful.
Which ideal is asking for action?

ABSENCE
Idealism can hide incompatibility, practical limits or the tendency to fall in love with an image rather
than a reality. What evidence would your ideal need to survive contact with?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not romance versus realism. What promise, if any, are you actually willing and
able to keep?
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Queen of Cups

Empathy, emotional depth, receptivity, imagination and the capacity to stay present with complex feeling.

FOCUS
This card can make compassion and nuanced emotional information easiest to notice. What
becomes clearer when you listen without rushing to solve?

ABSENCE
Empathy can hide over-identification, porous boundaries or the needs of the listener. What belongs
to you, and what belongs to someone else?

ELSEWHERE
What if the useful frame is not feeling but containment? What structure would let care continue
without consuming the carer?

Queen of Cups

QUEEN
EMPATHY, EMOTIONAL DEPTH,
RECEPTIVITY, IMAGINATION

- J
King of Cups
Emotional steadiness, mature feeling, diplomacy and the ability to remain responsive without being ruled by
every emotional wave.
FOCUS
This card can foreground emotional regulation and calm leadership. Where would steadiness help
create room for better choices?
ABSENCE
Composure can hide suppression, distance or unequal permission to express emotion. What feeling
is being managed so well that it is no longer being heard?

Ve ~ ELSEWHERE

King of Cups Perhaps the issue is not control of emotion but trust. What would allow the emotional truth of the

situation to be spoken without destabilising everything?

KING

EMOTIONAL STEADINESS, MATURE
FEELING, DIPLOMACY, THE ABILITY
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Ace of Swords
t
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TRUTH-SEEKING
\§ J
4 N
Two of Swords
4 4
STALEMATE, GUARDED NEUTRALITY,
BLOCKED CHOICE, THE ATTEMPT TO
\§ J

Ace of Swords

Clarity, distinction, insight, truth-seeking and the start of a sharper way of naming the problem.

FOCUS

This card can make a clear distinction or decisive idea easiest to notice. What becomes simpler
once the problem is named precisely?

ABSENCE

Clarity can hide uncertainty, emotion or information that does not fit the clean formulation. What is
being cut away to make the explanation neat?

ELSEWHERE

What if the important question is not what is true in principle but what follows from acting on that truth
in this context?

Two of Swords

Salemate, guarded neutrality, blocked choice and the attempt to hold competing consider ations without
deciding.

FOCUS

This card can foreground the tension between two positions and the cost of choosing. What decision
are you trying not to make?

ABSENCE

A binary frame can hide additional options, missing information or the possibility that one side has
been defined too narrowly. What third route has not been considered?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is not the choice but the deadline. Who decided that a decision must be made
now?
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Three of Swords

Pain, separation, difficult truth and the mental clarity that can accompany emotional hurt.

FOCUS
This card can make hurt and the fact of rupture especially visible. What pain needs accurate
acknowledgement rather than explanation away?

ABSENCE
Pain can make context, mixed motives or the possibility of repair harder to notice. What else is true
without diminishing what hurt?

ELSEWHERE
s ~ What if the useful frame is not blame or forgiveness, but protection? What boundary or support is
needed next?

Three of Swords

PAIN, SEPARATION, DIFFICULT
TRUTH, THE MENTAL CLARITY THAT

Four of Swords

Rest, recovery, pause and the need to reduce input after strain or conflict.

FOCUS
This card can foreground rest and the intelligence of stopping. What would become possible if
recovery were treated as necessary work?

ABSENCE
Rest can hide avoidance, delayed decisions or problems that continue affecting others. What still
needs a time-bound return?

ELSEWHERE
e ™\ Perhaps the issue is not activity versus rest. What kind of rest actually restores the capacity you
Four of Swords need?

REST, RECOVERY, PAUSE, THE NEED
TO REDUCE INPUT AFTER STRAIN OR
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CONFLICT, WINNING AT A COST,
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\§ J
4 N
Six of Swords
} }
TRANSITION, MOVEMENT AWAY FROM
DIFFICULTY, PARTIAL RELIEF,
\§ J

Five of Swords

Conflict, winning at a cost, humiliation, fractured cooperation and the aftermath of adversarial behaviour.

FOCUS
This card can make the cost of conflict easiest to notice. What is being won, and what is being
damaged in order to win it?

ABSENCE
A conflict frame can hide legitimate self-protection, unequal power or the possibility that withdrawal
is not surrender. Who had meaningful choice in the contest?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important measure is not victory but future relationship? Which action now changes what
cooperation will be possible later?

Six of Swords

Transition, movement away from difficulty, partial relief and carrying unresolved material into a different
setting.

FOCUS

This card can foreground movement toward calmer conditions. What are you leaving because the
present environment is no longer workable?

ABSENCE

Transition can hide what travels with you, who cannot leave or the tendency to mistake distance for
resolution. What will still require attention after the move?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the key issue is not departure but landing. What needs to exist at the destination for the
transition to become more than escape?
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STRATEGY, DISCRETION,
CONCEALMENT, INDEPENDENT ACTION
\§ J
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Eight of Swords

RESTRICTION, PERCEIVED
HELPLESSNESS, FEAR, THE WAY A
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Seven of Swords

Strategy, discretion, concealment, independent action and the ethical ambiguity of operating outside shared
visibility.

FOCUS
This card can make strategy and the value of selective disclosure easiest to notice. What information
or action genuinely requires privacy?

ABSENCE
Secrecy can hide mistrust, avoidance of accountability or assumptions about what others would do if
informed. What becomes harder to justify in daylight?

ELSEWHERE
What if the issue is not honesty versus secrecy but governance? What information should be private,
shared or independently checked?

Eight of Swords

Restriction, perceived helplessness, fear and the way a narrowed frame can make available movement
difficult to see.

FOCUS
This card can foreground the constraints that feel binding. Which limits are concrete, and which are
predictions about what would happen if you moved?

ABSENCE
A trapped frame can hide small freedoms, external support or the possibility that the rules are
negotiable. What option is too modest to feel like an option?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the important issue is not freedom versus confinement. What would reduce the cost of
testing one boundary safely?
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Nine of Swords

ANXIETY, RUMINATION, GUILT,
SLEEPLESS THOUGHT
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[ S
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t
PAINFUL ENDING, COLLAPSE,
EXHAUSTION, THE RECOGNITION
\§ J

Nine of Swords

Anxiety, rumination, guilt, sleepless thought and suffering intensified by repeated mental simulation.

FOCUS

This card can make worry and the seriousness of mental distress easiest to notice. What thought
keeps returning because it feels unresolved?

ABSENCE

Anxiety can hide probabilities, support, bodily needs or the difference between possibility and
likelihood. What can be checked, rested or shared rather than rehearsed?

ELSEWHERE
What if the immediate task is not solving the feared future? What would help your nervous system
become able to evaluate the problem more accurately?

Ten of Swords

Painful ending, collapse, exhaustion and the recognition that a particular line cannot continue in the same
form.

FOCUS

This card can foreground finality and the cost of what has reached its limit. What needs to be called
finished rather than repeatedly revived?

ABSENCE

An ending can hide survival, lessons, practical next steps or the danger of making one failure define
the whole story. What remains possible because this version is over?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is not recovery yet. What needs documenting, returning, repairing or closing
before a new chapter is considered?
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KNIGHT

SPEED, ARGUMENT, DECISIVE
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Page of Swords

Curiosity, vigilance, questioning, information gathering and the energetic use of a still-developing intellect.

FOCUS
This card can make inquiry and the value of asking sharper questions easiest to notice. What do you
need to know before forming a conclusion?

ABSENCE
Vigilance can hide defensiveness, gossip, information overload or the temptation to mistake data
collection for understanding. Which question actually matters?

ELSEWHERE
What if the useful frame is not more information but better testing? What evidence would change
your mind?

Knight of Swords

Soeed, argument, decisive intellect, directness and action driven by a strongly held inter pretation.

FOCUS
This card can foreground urgency and the power of a clear position. What needs saying or doing
before hesitation creates a larger problem?

ABSENCE
Certainty can hide collateral damage, incomplete evidence or the possibility that the fastest thinker is
not the best listener. What would you learn by slowing one beat?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the question is not whether the argument is correct, but whether this is the right
intervention. What outcome are you trying to produce?
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Queen of Swords

QUEEN

DISCERNMENT, INDEPENDENCE,
HONESTY, BOUNDARIES

King of Swords

KING

REASON, INTELLECTUAL AUTHORITY,
STANDARDS, JUDGEMENT
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Queen of Swords

Discernment, independence, honesty, boundaries and the ability to see clearly without unnecessary

sentimentality.

FOCUS

This card can make clear boundaries and unsentimental judgement easiest to notice. What becomes

possible when you stop pretending not to know what you know?

ABSENCE

Discernment can hide tenderness, context or the ways past hurt can make distance feel like
objectivity. What would a fair reading include that a protective reading leaves out?

ELSEWHERE

What if the issue is not soft versus hard? Which boundary could be both clear and humane?

King of Swords

Reason, intellectual authority, standards, judgement and responsibility for decisions that affect more than

oneself.

FOCUS

This card can foreground logic, consistency and the need for a defensible decision. Which principle

should govern this case?

ABSENCE

Reason can hide value choices, uncertainty or the interests embedded in supposedly neutral rules.

Who benefits from the standard being used?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the important question is not the rule itself but reviewability. How could a mistaken decision

be challenged or corrected?
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Ace of Pentacles

A TANGIBLE BEGINNING, MATERIAL
OPPORTUNITY, PRACTICAL RESOURCE
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Two of Pentacles

JUGGLING, ADAPTATION, SHIFTING
PRIORITIES, KEEPING SEVERAL
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Ace of Pentacles

A tangible beginning, material opportunity, practical resource or first step that can be cultivated over time.

FOCUS
This card can make a concrete opportunity or usable resource easiest to notice. What can actually
be started, built, saved or tested in the material world?

ABSENCE
A practical opportunity can hide non-material costs, uncertainty or the difference between having an
opening and having capacity to use it. What would this require from you?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important question is not whether the opportunity is good, but whether it fits the life you
are trying to build?

Two of Pentacles

Juggling, adaptation, shifting priorities and keeping several practical demands moving at once.

FOCUS
This card can foreground flexibility and the need to allocate limited time, money or attention. What
needs active balancing right now?

ABSENCE

Juggling can hide chronic overload, unequal priorities or the possibility that something should be
dropped. Which commitment exists only because you keep rescuing it?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is not balance but variability. What buffer would make changing demands less
destabilising?
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Three of Pentacles

COLLABORATION, CRAFT, SHARED
STANDARDS, BUILDING SOMETHING

-

Four of Pentacles

SECURITY, HOLDING, CONTROL OF
RESOURCES, THE TENSION BETWEEN

J
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Three of Pentacles

Collaboration, craft, shared standards and building something through complementary competence.

FOCuUs
This card can make teamwork and the value of distinct skills easiest to notice. What becomes
possible because more than one kind of expertise is present?

ABSENCE
Collaboration can hide unclear authority, status differences or work that is not being recognised.
Who decides what good work means?

ELSEWHERE
What if the important unit is not the team but the interface between roles? Where is information
being lost between people who each know their own part?

Four of Pentacles

Security, holding, control of resources and the tension between preservation and constriction.

FOCUS
This card can foreground the need to protect what is valuable. What resource, boundary or stability
are you afraid to lose?

ABSENCE
Holding tightly can hide opportunity, generosity, changing circumstances or the cost of keeping
everything under control. What is security preventing?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not keep versus release. What form of insurance, redundancy or trust would
make loosening possible without recklessness?
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Five of Pentacles

SCARCITY, EXCLUSION, MATERIAL
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Six of Pentacles

GIVING, RECEIVING,
DISTRIBUTION, GENEROSITY
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Five of Pentacles

Scarcity, exclusion, material hardship, vulnerability and the experience of being outside access or support.

FOCUS

This card can make lack and immediate practical difficulty easiest to notice. What resource or
support is genuinely missing?

ABSENCE

Scarcity can hide available assistance, social connection or the shame that prevents asking. What
support exists but has not yet become accessible?

ELSEWHERE
What if the problem is not individual failure or endurance, but system design? Which barrier turns
difficulty into exclusion?

Six of Pentacles

Giving, receiving, distribution, generosity, dependency and the power relationships embedded in resource
exchange.

FOCUS
This card can foreground support and the movement of resources between people. What is being
given, received or redistributed?

ABSENCE

Generosity can hide dependency, conditions, status or the giver's control over what counts as need.

Who sets the terms of the exchange?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the issue is not generosity but reciprocity over time. What arrangement would preserve
dignity and reduce unnecessary dependence?
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Seven of Pentacles

Patience, assessment, delayed return and deciding whether continued investment remains worthwhile.

FOCUS
This card can make accumulated effort and the need to evaluate progress easiest to notice. What
has your investment actually produced so far?

ABSENCE
Patience can hide sunk-cost thinking, changing goals or the possibility that waiting is not the same
as tending. What evidence would justify continuing?

ELSEWHERE
What if the question is not continue or quit, but redesign? Which part of the process could change

4 )
. . ”
Seven of Pentadles while preserving what has already been learned
® ® @
® ® @
®
PATIENCE, ASSESSMENT, DELAYED
RETURN, DECIDING WHETHER
- J
Eight of Pentacles
Practice, craftsmanship, repetition, skill development and attention to the quality of work itself.
FOCUS
This card can foreground disciplined practice and the value of improving through repetition. Which
skill deserves focused work rather than more theory?
ABSENCE
Craft can hide perfectionism, narrowness or the wider purpose of the work. Are you getting better at
something that still matters?
ELSEWHERE
e ™\ Perhaps the issue is not mastery but transfer. Where else could this growing capability be useful?
Eight of Pentacles
® ® @
® ® @
® @
PRACTICE, CRAFTSMANSHIP,
REPETITION, SKILL DEVELOPMENT
- J
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Nine of Pentacles

Independence, earned comfort, self-sufficiency and the capacity to enjoy what sustained effort has made
possible.

FOCUS

This card can make autonomy and the fruits of your own work especially visible. What can you now
do without needing the same permission or support as before?

ABSENCE

Independence can hide isolation, inherited advantages or ongoing interdependence. Which forms of
support are being made invisible by the self-sufficient story?

ELSEWHERE

What if the relevant question is not independence but stewardship? How will you use the stability
you have created?

Ten of Pentacles

Legacy, family or institutional continuity, accumulated resources, inheritance and the systems that carry
value acrosstime.

FOCUS

This card can foreground long-term stability, inheritance and what is being built beyond the present
moment. What are you trying to make durable?

ABSENCE

A legacy frame can hide exclusion, inherited problems, unequal access or the pressure to preserve a
structure simply because it is old. What is being passed on that should be examined?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the issue is not wealth or continuity but governance across generations. Who gets a voice
in deciding what the legacy becomes?
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Page of Pentacles

Sudy, practical curiosity, apprenticeship and a grounded opportunity that rewards sustained attention.

FOCUS
This card can make learning and a workable first step easiest to notice. What can you begin studying
or practising in a concrete way?

ABSENCE
A learner's focus can hide opportunity cost, credentialism or the difference between preparing and
participating. When will learning become use?

ELSEWHERE
What if the useful frame is not expertise but feedback? Which small real task would teach you more
than another round of preparation?

Knight of Pentacles

Reliability, routine, patience, diligence and progress made through steady rather than dramatic effort.

FOCUS
This card can foreground consistency and the value of doing what works repeatedly. Which ordinary
practice is carrying more of the outcome than inspiration is?

ABSENCE
Reliability can hide rigidity, boredom, changing conditions or work continuing after its purpose has
changed. Which routine deserves re-evaluation?

ELSEWHERE
Perhaps the question is not faster or slower. What measure would tell you whether steady effort is
still moving in the right direction?

40



PENTACLES

Queen of Pentacles

®

QUEEN
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King of Pentacles
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Queen of Pentacles

Practical care, grounded competence, resourcefulness and creating material conditions in which life can
function well.

FOCUS
This card can make practical nurture and competent stewardship easiest to notice. What concrete
support would make daily life more workable?

ABSENCE
Care can hide unpaid labour, self-neglect or the assumption that the capable person will keep
absorbing extra demands. Who is caring for the carer?

ELSEWHERE
What if the issue is not doing more but designing better conditions? Which change would reduce
recurring effort for everyone?

King of Pentacles

Sewardship, material authority, durable success, resource management and responsibility for what has
been accumul ated.

FOCUS
This card can foreground stability, competence and the responsible use of resources. What needs
long-term stewardship rather than short-term extraction?

ABSENCE

Material success can hide concentration of power, complacency or costs externalised to others. Who
pays for the stability being enjoyed?

ELSEWHERE

Perhaps the central question is not ownership but inheritance. What would responsible stewardship
require if you imagined handing this on to people you will never meet?
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